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discovered the colossal winged Lulls, lions with human
heads, and winged sphinxes placed as guardians at the
entrances of the ro}Tal palaces, and now preserved in
the British Museum. Since then all the European
collections have been enriched by the artistic treasures
brought to light in the intervening space. The arrow-
headed writings of the brick libraries, which are now

SUPPOSED TOMB  OF JONAH,  NINEVEH.

deciphered, show that Nineveh was the centre of an
Assyrian or Semitic civilisation of great antiquity, but
still modern compared with that of the Akkads of
Babylonia, whose ethnical affinities have not yet been
determined.

Below the ruins of Niinrud the Tigris is joined on
its left bank by the Great Zab, in whose lower valley is
Arbil, which preserves the name and memory of Alex-
ander's decisive victory over Darius (331 B.C.); higher